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Petition for the Protection of Rwandan Refugees

We, the undersigned, oppose invocation of the “cessation clause” of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees with respect to Rwanda. Thousands of persons fled Rwanda and are currently seeking protection abroad.
These are not people escaping retribution from the 1994 genocide; they are those who have been fleeting Rwanda
since that event because of the instability, ethnic strife, arbitrary judicial procedures, indiscriminate retaliation,
political violence, intolerance of dissent, impunity, and lack of accountability that has followed.

Cessation is a drastic measure that would strip refugees of their legal rights and expose them to forcible repatriation
and the risk of further persecution. The Cessation Clause should only be invoked with extreme caution when there
has been, according to Guidelines of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 1) a fundamental and profound
change in country conditions such that they no longer have a well-founded fear of persecution, 2) the change is
demonstrably enduring and not merely transitory, and 3) the change enables refugees to enjoy the protection of the
government.

Rwanda has made much progress since the genocide but it has not done so through reliable democratic and peaceful
means. It remains a fragile, volatile, authoritarian regime with little tolerance for dissent, freedom of speech, or
independent human rights reporting. Social and political fissures remain unresolved and the Rwandan government
maintains an overtly hostile attitude toward its citizens who have fled. Positive changes need time to consolidate and
genuine national reconciliation remains untested. Moreover, since 2009 more Rwandans have been fleeing, not just
Hutu, but large numbers of genocide survivors who were never refugees before, as well as officials of the Rwandan
government and officers from its army. Now is not the time to revoke protection from Rwandan refugees!

ORGANIZATIONAL ENDORSERS Refugees Welfare Association, Cameroon

AFRICA TUSA Solidarity Group, Kenya

Asylum Access Tanzania (AATZ), Tanzania
University of the Western Cape, South Africa

Cercle d'Entraide des Réfugiés Rwandais en Cote
d'Ivoire (CERCI), Ivory Coast West African Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons Network (WARIPNET), Senegal

Ezra Ministries of Tanzania, Tanzania
Women Poverty Eradication Centre, Cameroon

Kakuma Rwandese Refugee Community, Kenya
World Youth Organization Ltd, Uganda

Kakuma News Reflector (KANERE), Kenya
Zambia Air Services Training Institute, Zambia

Rwandan Platform for Dialogue, Truth and Justice

(RDTJ), South Africa AMERICAS
Refugee Law Project,Faculty of Law Makerere Africa Faith and Justice Network, Washington DC,
University, Uganda United States
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African Great Lakes Action Network (AGLAN),
United States

Association for Refugees and Asylum Seekers,
United States

Bishop’s University WUSC Local Committee,
Canada

Boston University African Studies Center, United
States

Cesmac Law School, Brazil

Christie Refugee Welcome Centre, Canada
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, Canada
Ryerson University, Canada

ASIA

Advocates of Public Interest Law, South Korea
Fan Saba (FAN3), Japan

Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre, Hong Kong

Centre for Peacebuilding and Reconciliation
Promotion (SODARC), Nepal

EUROPE
Arimathea Trust, United Kingdom
Assemblée des Voisins, Belgium

Centre for Trauma, Asylum and Refugees,
University of Essex, United Kingdom

Charitable Foundation Rokada, Ukraine
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Collectif des victimes des crimes de masse commis
dans la region des grands lacs africains
(COVIGLA), France

Halina Nie¢ Legal Aid Centre, Ukraine

Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, United
Kingdom

Latvian Red Cross, Latvia
LGBT Asylum News, United Kingdom
Long Journey Home, United Kingdom

Nottingham & Notts Refugee Forum, United
Kingdom

Organising for Africa, United Kingdom

Pro Justitia Stichting SBNZ (SBNZ-NL), Holland
Slough Refugee Support, United Kingdom
MIDDLE EAST

African Refugee Development Center, Israel
Frontiers Ruwad Association, Lebanon

Helsinki Citizens' Assembly, Refugee Advocacy and
Support Program, Turkey

Human Rights First Society, Saudi Arabia
The Refugee Voice, Israel

Palestinian Human Rights Organization (PHRO),
Lebanon
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NOTABLE INDIVDUAL ENDORSERS
(Affiliations Listed for Identification Only)

Rolf Driver, Vice President
International Association of Refugee Law Judges
Australia

Noam Chomsky, Professor (retired)
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
United States

Anver Jeevanjee, Asylum & Immigration Upper
Tribunal 1982 — 2006 (retired)
United Kingdom

Apollo Leeman Becura, Logistics Manager
American Refugee Committee, Rwanda Programs
Rwanda

Barbara Perez Martinez, Director of Protection
Mexican Commission for Refugee Aid
Mexico

Timothy Longman, Director and Author

Boston University African Studies Center,
Christianity and Genocide in Rwanda and Remaking
Rwanda (contributor)

United States

Chris Lewa, Coordinator
Arakan Project
Thailand

Constance Mutimukeye, Project Buyer
AREVA Company
France

Beatriz Carrillo, Politician
Mexico

Camille Nakhid, Senior Lecturer
Auckland University of Technology
New Zealand
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Thea Hilhorst, Professor
Wageningen University
Netherlands

Diana Jeater, Professor
Oxford University, African Studies Centre
United Kingdom

Dr. Lucy Hovil, Senior Researcher
International Refugee Rights Initiative
South Africa

Svjetlana Milisi¢ Velickovski, Judge
Cantonal Court in Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Galya Ruffer, J.D, Ph.D., Director

Center for Forced Migration Studies, Northwestern

University
United States

Rev. Pastor Aloysius Habimana, Human Rights
Activist

Nairobi East Baptist Church
Kenya

Peter Marhold, Chairman
Helping Hands
Austria

Susan Thomson, Professor and Contributor
Hampshire College, School of Critical Social
Inquiry, Remaking Rwanda (contributor)
United States

Rick Asherson, Director
Blues Roots Productions
United States
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Ruben Wissing, Legal Officer
Belgan Refugee Council
Belgium

Suzana Korotaj, Judical Advisor
Administrative Court of the Republic of Slovenia
Slovenia

Gary Monti, VP of Engineering
Business Innovation Group
United States

Dr. Giorgia Dona, Reader
University of East London
United Kingdom

Philip Marfleet, Professor
University of East London
United Kingdom

Sugira Gustave, Interpreter
UNHCR
Rwanda

Erin Kesler, Communications Coordinator
Human Trafficking Clinic
United States

Eftichia Voutira, Professor
University of Macedonia
Greece

Helen Bartlett, Researcher
Irish Centre for Human Rights
Ireland

Helene Lambert, Professor
University of Westminster
United Kingdom

NETWORKS FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE
John Ryle, Director
Rift Valley Institute
United Kingdom

Henning Scharpff, Programme Advisor
Mon Devoir E.V.
Germany

Ambrose Nzeyimana, Coordinator
Organising for Africa
United Kingdom

Koichi Koizumi, Professor
University of Daito Bunka
Japan

Joseph Twahirwa, Environmental Consultant
Geo Pollution Technologies
South Africa

Katie Vasey, Doctor
Monash University
Australia

Keith Harmon Snow, Independent (former UN)
Genocide Investigator
United States

Marita Eastmond, Professor
University of Gothenburg, School of Global Studies
Sweden

Martina Gerber, Programme Coordinator
WARIPNET
Senegal

Masako Yonekawa, Professor
Utsunomiya University
Japan

www.fahamu.org www.pambazuka.org
UK office: 2" floor, 51 Cornmarket Street, Oxford OX1 3HA, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1865 727006 Fax: +44 (0)1865 727909 Email: info@fahamu.org
Company limited by guarantee 4241054; Fahamu Trust registered charity number 1100304
Fahamu Kenya, PO Box 47158, 00100 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 (0)20 374 9346 Fax: +254 (0)20 374 9347 Email: infokenya@fahamu.org;
Fahamu Ltd registered in Kenya F15/2006
Fahamu SA Trust, c/o 27A Esher St, Claremont, 7708, Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: +27 21 683 1613 Email: info@fahamu.org.za; Fahamu SA Trust registered in South Africa IT 372/01
Fahamu Senegal, 9 Cité Sonatel 2, POB 25021, Dakar-Fann, Dakar, Senegal

Tel/fax: +221 867 50 65 Email: infosenegal@fahamu.org



Paddy Musana

Makere University, Department of Religion and
Peace Studies

Uganda

Patrik Johansson, Senior Lecturer
Umea University
Sweden

Paul Bottrill, Manager

Christian Action - Chung King Mansions Service
Center

Hong Kong

Anita Fabos, Associate Professor

Clark University, International Development,
Community and Environment

United States

Ana Moraes, Psychologist
Universidad de Sao Paulo
Brazil

William Evans, Project Manager
AmeriCorps
United States

Dr Ron Witton
Independent Merit Reviewer
Australia

Masaki Kihara, Associate Professor
Kobe Gakuin University
Japan

Dr. William R. Nylen, Associate Professor
Stetson University
United States

William Gabriel, Settlement Counselor
Catholic Social Services
Canada
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Barry Trentham, Assistant Professor
University of Toronto
Canada

Catherine Bissell, Lawyer
Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre
Hong Kong

Maria Dolla, Lawyer

Foundation for Sustainable Development and the
Hispanic-African Integration Center

Spain

Cetta Mainwaring, D.Phil. Student
University of Oxford
United Kingdom

Charles Murwanashyaka, Rwandan Refugee
Uganda

Basilissa Nyirancahakomeye, Teacher
The Lutheran World Federation
Rwanda

Chloe Cheeseman, Student of Msc Human Rights
London School of Economics
United Kingdom

Christophe Niringiyimana, Activist
Sweden

Churton Collins, Journalist, Human Rights Lawyer
Lawyers for Human Rights
South Africa

Costasie Musabyimana, Rwandan Refugee
Uganda

Dulani Kulasinghe, Freelance Researcher
United Kingdom
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Fabiano L. de Menezes, Ph.D. Candidate
University of Sdo Paulo
Brazil

Fr. Jim Hoffman OFM, Franciscan Friar
United States

Heather L. Johnson, Assistant Professor (LTA)
Trent University
Canada

I. Ahmed, Independent Refugee Rights Defender
Canada

Jacques Kibombo, Rwandan Refugee
South Africa

Jean Damascene Kanyamukenke, Rwandan Refugee
Democratic Republic of the Congo

John Henson, Voluntary Adviser
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
United Kingdom

Josie Dayton, Refugee Lawyer
United States

Khair Smadi, Refugee Rights Activist
Jordan

Leoni Linek

University of Oxford

Germany

Liza Schuster
City University
France

Loes van Willigen, Health and Human Rights
Consultant
Netherlands

Matthew Sebastian, Graduate Student/Staff Member
DePaul University
United States
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Maurice G. Ujeneza, Health Professional
South Africa

Max Shmookler, Research Associate
US Muslim Engagement Project
United States

Muejgan Oezmen, M.A.
Oxford Brookes University
United Kingdom

Mugarura Dieudonné, Refugee
Uganda

Anne Marie Murorunkwere, Refugee
Kakuma Rwandese Refugee Community
Kenya

Dominic James Burbidge, Ph.D. Candidate
University of Oxford & Strathmore University
United Kingdom & Kenya

Neil Fowler, Guardian Research Fellow
Nuffield College, University of Oxford
United Kingdom

Niyitegeka
University of KwaZulu-Natal
Rwanda

Patrycja Stys, Ph.D. Candidate
University of Oxford
United Kingdom

Petra Molnar Diop, Student
York University, Centre for Refugee Studies
Canada
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Pierre
Amnesty International
South Africa

Ramu Ndahimana, Refugee
Kakuma Rwandese Refugee Community
Kenya

Rugaya Mathias, Refugee
Ivory Coast

Samuel Agblorti, Ph.D. Student
University of Calgary
Canada

Sonali Chib, Consultant
United States

Stanislas Rwandarugali, Student
University of Kwazulu Natal
Member, RDT]J

South Africa

Stephanie Jones, Staff Attorney
Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre
Hong Kong

Tamami Yoshimoto, Researcher
Embassy of Japan in Tajikistan
Tajikistan/Japan

Akhona Fakudze

Swaziland

Canisius Rutikanga
United States

Clare Mackenzie
United Kingdom

David Barouski
United States

Tsehaye G. Nugusse, Independent Lawyer

Eritrea
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Vivienne Chew, Independent Lawyer
Malaysia

Annika Milisic-Stanley, Consultant
United Kingdom

Dankim, Student
Seuol National University
Republic of South Korea

Jeanette, Student
United Kingdom

Eva Bitsch, Intern
Amnesty International
Australia

Marie Anne Coquillon, Student
Langara College
Canada

Mary Foley, Volunteer
Nottingham and Notts Refugee Forum
United Kingdom

Ginger Scott-Erlinder
United States

Harpreet Kaur Sandhu
United States

Hayato Kojima
Japan

J. Silvey
United Kingdom
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